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SUBJECT: DECEMBER 17 REFERENDUM: COUNTING THE VOTES 
REF: A) MANILA 19896; B) MANILA 20042 

1 . COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS (COMELEC) STILL TABULATING 
RETURNS OF DECEMBER 17 REFERENDUM. WITH RESULTS FROM 

72 PERCENT OF VOTING CENTERS NOW IN, COUNT HOLDING AT 9 TO 1 
IN FAVOR OF PRESIDENT MARCOS CONTINUING IN OFFICE. COMELEC 
HAS ANNOUNCED IT WILL COMPLETE VOTE COUNT BY DECEMBER 23. 
PRELIMINARY RETURNS INDICATE HIGHEST LEVEL OF SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENT 
MARCOS FROM CENTRAL MINDANAO (97 PERCENT) AND NORTHERN 
LUZON (95 PERCENT). LOWEST PERCENT OF "YES" VOTES HAS COME FROM 
CENTRAL VISAYAS (86 PERCENT) AND SOUTHERN MINDANAO (85 PERCENT). 

2. METRO MANILA'S 90 PERCENT "YES" VOTE MIGHT BE CONSIDERED 
MILD SURPRISE WERE IT NOT FOR ARDENT PUSH BY CITY OFFICIALS 
LED MY MRS. MARCOS TO ENSURE OVERWHELMING SUPPORT FOR 
PRESIDENT MARCOS. RUMORS ARE CIRCULATING IN THE CAPITAL 

THAT METRO MANILA COMMISSION PROMISED LARGE FUND ALLOCATION 
TO THE MUNICIPALITY WHICH PRODUCED HIGHEST PROPORTION OF 
"YES" VOTE. ONE CASE OF CLUMSY OVERZEALOUSNESS HAS 
ALREADY SURFACED IN THE PRESS. A VOTER COMPLAINED THAT IN 
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SAN ANTONIO PRECINCT, PASIG MUNICIPALITY, THE FINAL VOTE 
COUNT -3,373 "YES" - 0 "NO" - WAS UNEBLIEVEABLE, SINCE THE 
PRECINCT POLLING PLACE COULD NOT POSSIBLY ACCOMMODATE SO 
MANY VOTERS DURING A SINGLE DAY. PRESS REPORTED ON 
FRONT PAGES DECEMBER 22 THAT COMELEC CHAIRMAN PEREZ HAD 
ORDERED QUESTIONABLE VOTES FROM PASIG NULLIFIED. PEREZ 
SAID COMELEC WILL CONDUCT THOROUGH INVESTIGATION OF THIS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AND OTHER REPORTED BALLOTING IRREGULARITIES. 

3. PRESIDENT MARCOS REITERATED DURING DECEMBER 21 
ARMED FORCES DAY SPEECH (REF B) THAT THE WAY NOW CLEARED 
FOR LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS. HE SAID, "THE VERDICT OF THE 
NATIONAL ELECTORATE IS OVERWHELMINGLY CLEAR THAT OUR 
PEOPLE HAVE GIVEN THE CRISIS GOVERNMENT A NEW MANDATE 
TO LEAD AND GOVERN... THERE SHOULD BE NO QUESTION NOW 
THAT WE SHALL HOLD NATIONAL ELECTIONS IN 1978." THE 

PRESS HAS EXHOED THIS VIEW. BULLETIN TODAY'S BIGORNIA, 

FOR EXAMPLE, WROTE, "THE ROAD LEADS UNAVOIDABLY TO NEXT 
YEARS POLLS. ..IN MAY TO ELECT THE PEOPLE S REPRESENTATIVES 
TO THE INTERIM NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.. ..AND IN NOVEMBER TO 
ELECT THEIR OWN LOCAL OFFICIALS." 

4. COMMENT: SPEED WITH WHICH COMET, EC IS NOW ABLE TO 
TABULATE VOTES IS FREQUENTLY CITED BY THE OPPOSITION AS 
EVIDENCE THAT REFERENDA RESULTS ARE UNRELIABLE. BEFORE 
MARTIAL LAW, IT TOOK SEVERAL WEEKS TO COUNT VOTES IN 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS. OPPOSITIONISTS CONTEND THAT COMMUNI- 
CATIONS/TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS IN RURAL PHILIPPINES 
MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO SPEED UP PROCESS. COMET, EC OFFICIALS 
REPLY THAT POST-MARTIAL LAW EFFICIENCY HAS MADE QUICK BUT 
RELIABLE COUNT POSSIBLE. IN LAST REFERENDUM (OCTOBER 16, 
1976), COMET, EC ANNOUNCED FINAL RESULTS ONLY ELEVEN DAYS 
AFTER POLLING. 
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